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spread of human improvement than small States, we
shall discover an adequate cause in the rapid and
energetic circulation of ideas, and in those great cities
which are the intellectual centres where all the rays
of human genius are reflected and combined. To this
it may be added that most important discoveries
demand a display of national power which the
Government of a small State is unable to make ; in
great nations the Government entertains a greater
number of general notions, and is more completely
disengaged from the routine of precedent and the
egotism of local prejudice ; its designs are conceived
with more talent, and executed with more boldness.
In time of peace the well-being of small nations is
undoubtedly more general and more complete, but
they are apt to suffer more acutely from the calamities
of war than those great empires whose distant frontiers
may for ages avert the presence of the danger from the
mass of the people, which is therefore more frequently
afflicted than ruined by the evil.
But in this matter, as in many others, the argument
derived from the necessity of the case predominates
over all others. If none but small nations existed, I
do not doubt that mankind would be more happy and
more free ; but the existence of great nations is un-
avoidable.
This consideration introduces the element of physi-
cal strength as a condition of national prosperity. It
profits a people but little to be affluent and free if
it is perpetually exposed to be pillaged or subjugated ;
the number of its manufactures and the extent of its
commerce are of small advantage if another nation
" has the empire of the seas and gives the law in all
the markets of the globe. Small nations are often
impoverished, not because they are small, but be-
cause they are weak ; the great empires prosper less